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LEGISLATION & REGULATION 
 

The Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 
 
These Regulations amend the Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations 
2007 by setting new packaging waste recycling targets for paper, steel, aluminium and wood and 
new overall packaging waste recovery and recycling targets from 2018 to 2020. 
 
These Regulations came into force on 01 January 2018.   You can view the full text of the Regulations 
here:    The Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 
 
Scottish Oil Storage Regulations revoked 
  
From 1 January 2018, the Water Environment (Oil Storage) (Scotland) Regulations are revoked.   
These Regulations required those in custody or control of oil to carry out certain works and take the 
necessary precautions in order to prevent the pollution of the water environment.    They have been 
revoked by the Water Environment (Miscellaneous) (Scotland) Regulations SSI 2017/389, which 
consolidate the provisions of the Scottish Oil Storage Regulations and transfer them to the Water 
Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations (the CAR Regulations). 
 
The actual requirements for the storage of oil in Scotland have not changed.  These are now 
contained in the full text of Schedule 3 to the CAR Regulations, which details General Binding Rules. 
SEPA have this month published an updated Practical Guide to the CAR Regs. 

 
 Control of Mercury (Enforcement) Regulations 2017  

These new Regulations supplement the requirements of EU Regulation 2017/852 on mercury and 
came into force from 1 January 2018.    

The EU Regulation, which is itself directly applicable in the UK, controls imports and exports of 
mercury between the EU and non-Member States, restricts the use of dental amalgam, sets 
requirements for the storage and disposal of mercury, and restricts the creation of new mercury-
added products or new manufacturing processes involving mercury.    

 

The Water Environment (Miscellaneous) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

These new Regulations amend the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) Scotland Regulations 
2011 (CAR) to improve clarity & introduce new rules applicable to certain authorised activities.     
 
The Regulations came into force from 1 January 2018 and amend existing General Binding Rules 
(GBRs) 3, 9 to 13, 15, 17 to 20, 23 and 24, and insert new GBRs 25 to 28.    
 
Further information on the Regulations and amendments are available on the NetRegs website. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1221/introduction/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/389/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/209/pdfs/ssi_20110209_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/209/pdfs/ssi_20110209_en.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/34761/car_a_practical_guide.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1200/pdfs/uksi_20171200_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/389/pdfs/ssi_20170389_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/209/pdfs/ssi_20110209_en.pdf
http://www.netregs.org.uk/legislation/scotland-environmental-legislation/future-legislation/the-water-environment-miscellaneous-scotland-regulations-2017/


GUIDANCE & CONSULTATIONS 
 
New guidance on above ground oil storage tanks: GPP 2 

An updated Guidance for Pollution Prevention (GPP2) document on this subject has been published 
this month via NetRegs.   

This Guidance is relevant to anyone who intends to install or replace above ground oil storage tanks, 
or who has existing oil storage tanks on their site.   While different regulations apply in Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England, the guidance describes what the regulations do and don’t 
cover in each country.    

A full list of all current GPPs is available on the NetRegs web site.    (Note, however, that GPPs are 
not endorsed by the EA as regulatory guidance in England). 

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS 
 
Aberdeen bypass contractor penalised £280,000 over river pollution 

The contractor building the new Aberdeen bypass has been issued with a £280,000 penalty for 
polluting two of Scotland's most important salmon rivers.   The Aberdeen Roads Consortium was 
responsible for a series of silt pollution incidents on the rivers Don and Dee along with some 
tributaries. The incidents between 2015 and 2017 stopped construction for several weeks.   The 
bypass work is one of the biggest infrastructure projects in Scotland, with a price tag of £745m. 

This is the biggest case since SEPA was given penalty powers without the need to take companies to 
court.  Granted as a new enforcement power in June 2016, an ‘Enforcement Undertaking’ represents 
a formal offer by an organisation or individual to make amends for an offence by improving the 
environment or communities affected, using their own resources.   Under this ‘Offer of Enforcement 
Undertaking’, a further sum of almost £50,000 will be paid to SEPA to cover the cost of the 
investigation.  (Read more:  bbc.co.uk and sepa.org.uk)  

£100,000 bill for farm dumping 

A Devon firm has been ordered to pay a total of £109,000 for dumping thousands of tonnes of soil 
and stone on farmland. 

In a case brought by the EA, CC Haulage & Sons, based at Manor Farm, Crediton, was fined £14,000 
and ordered to pay £5,000 costs as well as a £90,000 Proceeds of Crime confiscation order on            
15 January 2018 at Exeter Crown Court.   It was found that CC Haulage had illegally deposited 7,820 
tonnes of waste at Beech Down Farm in Tedburn St Mary in November 2016.  Farmers can have a 
permit exemption for up to 1,000 tonnes of non-hazardous waste.   (Read more:  mrw.co.uk) 

Waste recycling company fined after employee seriously injured 

A Stockton-based waste recycling company has been fined (26 January) after a worker was injured 
following a workplace transport accident in September 2016.  Teesside Magistrates’ Court heard 
how the employee of Skippy Waste Services Ltd was walking along the roadway between the 
warehouse and sorting shed when he was run over by a reversing telehandler.   The employee 
sustained multiple fractures, including four breaks to his left leg. 

An investigation by the HSE found that measures in place to protect employees on foot from the 
risks associated with moving vehicles were inadequate.  In particular, there was a lack of physical 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/media/1475/gpp-2-pdf-jan-2018.pdf
http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-and-replacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/
http://www.netregs.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-42412425
http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2017/first-major-enforcement-undertaking-secures-more-than-280-000-of-environmental-benefits-for-communities-impacted-by-awpr-pollution/?utm_source=Update+standard+list&utm_campaign=df78373fd5-SEPA_Update_17101212_10
https://www.mrw.co.uk/latest/100000-bill-for-for-farm-dumping/10027249.article?blocktitle=News&contentID=17735


measures, like pedestrian walkways, while the management arrangements in place were not 
sufficient to control vehicle movements.   (Read more:  hse.gov.uk) 

Company fined after worker covered in chemicals after tank failure 

An Essex based chemical company has been sentenced (16 January) after an employee was injured 
when a storage tank failed.    

South Tyneside Magistrates’ Court heard that, on 17 September 2016, Mr Anthony Nichols, an 
employee of Industrial Chemicals Ltd, was working at the company’s premises at Waggonway Road 
Industrial Estate, Hebburn, Tyne and Wear when a storage tank failed without warning.   He was 
covered in a flood of chemicals and washed over a handrail.  He was taken to hospital as a 
precaution, having ingested some chemical and getting it in his eyes.   Mr Nichols has since returned 
to work following this incident. 

An investigation by the HSE found that, despite a previous prosecution for a tank failure at another 
site, local management did not fully disclose how the tank was used to their engineering team.   It 
was also found that the tank should have been used for water-based washings, but was instead used 
for hot and heavy material.  The tank was, therefore, filled with material beyond its design limit, 
causing it to fail without warning.  (Read more:  hse.gov.uk) 

'Helpful' worker lowered boom on colleague's head 
 
Resource recovery firm Countrystyle Recycling has been fined £666,700 after an employee sustained 
life-threatening head injuries when a raised telehandler’s boom was lowered on him at the 
company’s paper, cardboard and plastics baling facility. 

The penalty is the company’s second six-figure fine in just over a year.  In October 2016, it was fined 
£300,000 after a worker was injured while repairing a shredder.  

After the latest incident, a HSE investigation found that the 34-year-old employee had instructed a 
colleague to use a telehandler to move paper at the company’s Maidstone site on 30 Sept. 2015.  
The telehandler was left running with the boom elevated while the employee left the cab.   As the 
instructing employee was standing close to the telehandler, another employee entered the cab and 
lowered the boom which struck the worker’s head.   (Read more:  ioshmagazine.com) 

Plastics Recycling Director Sentenced For Waste Offences 
 
A director of a former Lancashire waste plastics recycling business has been sentenced to 8 months 
in prison, suspended for two years, and ordered to complete 120 hours of unpaid work after his 
company breached its environmental permit, failed to comply with enforcement notices and 
continued to deposit waste despite suspension and subsequent revocation of its permit. 
 
David Holt, 50, of Blackburn, was sentenced on 4 January 2018 at Preston Crown Court after 
admitting three environmental offences relating to the operation of the former V10 Polymers Ltd 
waste plastics recycling business at Rockcliffe Works, Paterson Street, Blackburn.   The EA became 
aware of problems at the site in 2012 after complaints from members of the public.  
(Read more:  ciwm-journal.co.uk) 
 

 

http://press.hse.gov.uk/2018/company-fined-after-employee-seriously-injured/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2018/company-fined-after-worker-covered-in-chemicals-after-tank-failure/
https://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/update-helpful-worker-lowered-boom-colleagues-head
https://ciwm-journal.co.uk/plastics-recycling-director-sentenced-waste-offences/


OTHER TOPICS OF INTEREST 

UK enjoys ‘greenest year ever’, with 13 clean energy records broken in 2017 
 

Britain achieved 13 separate renewable energy records in 2017, with last year set to be the greenest 

ever for power production, according to analysis by WWF. “2017 has been an amazing year for 
renewable electricity in Britain – we have never been cleaner or greener”, WWF head of energy and 
climate change, Gareth Redmond-King, said. 

Some of the highlights included the first full day since the Industrial Revolution where there was no 
coal power, plummeting costs of offshore wind, and a record-breaking level of green energy.   These 
achievements have left the UK with the fourth cleanest power system in Europe and the seventh 
greenest in the world, with Britain managing to halve its carbon emissions in the electricity sector 
since 2012.   (Read more:  transform.iema.net) 

Chinese plastic ban to impact recycling industry  
 

From 1 January 2018, the Chinese Government brought into force a ban on imports of plastic waste.  
On average, the UK sends up to 500,000 tonnes of plastic waste to China every year, making it the 
top destination for UK such waste, but this has now stopped.    
 
While some hope that, in the long term, the ban by China will lead to the UK to develop its own 
recycling infrastructure, in the mean time as waste builds up at recycling depots it causes huge 
issues for local councils and the UK waste industry.   (Read more:  cedrec.com and letsrecycle.com) 
 
Inaugural HSE Energy Conference to explore ‘The Future of Gas’ 

HSE, supported by the Institution of Gas Engineers & Managers (IGEM), will host the ‘Safety 
Excellence in Energy’ conference on 15 February 2018 in Leeds. 
 
The energy system in the UK is changing as it pushes to decarbonise and achieve its emission 
reduction targets.  The role of gas in this emerging low carbon energy system is becoming clearer 
and is likely to be more complex than today.  There are challenges to be faced in managing the risks 
related to introducing alternative gasses into the UK’s gas grid to safely enable energy storage, the 
integration of renewables, hydrogen and the production and use of bio-gas from biomass.   To 
address these challenges HSE is hosting ‘Safety Excellence in Energy: The Future of Gas’.                
(Read more:  hse.gov.uk) 

RenewableUK announces Health & Safety Awards winners 

The winners of this year’s RenewableUK Health & Safety Awards have been announced at the trade 
association’s International Health and Safety conference in Glasgow.    The awards highlight 
outstanding examples of the development, implementation and sharing of best practice in health & 
safety across the renewable energy sector. 
 
Statoil won the Health & Safety Innovation Award 2018 for its use of drones to inspect wind turbines 
at Sheringham Shoal offshore wind farm off the coast of Norfolk.  Using drones is a safer and more 
cost-effective way of carrying out work which was previously carried out by rope access. 
(Read more:  renewableuk.com) 
 
 
 
 

https://transform.iema.net/article/wind-energy-prices-hit-record-low
https://transform.iema.net/article/uk-enjoys-greenest-year-ever-13-clean-energy-records-broken-2017
https://cedrec.com/news/index.htm?newsPage=4
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/pressure-building-in-mixed-paper-and-plastics-markets/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/inaugural-hse-energy-conference-to-explore-the-future-of-gas/
http://www.renewableuk.com/news/383516/RenewableUK-announces-Health-and-Safety-Awards-Winners-.htm

